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Safe Routes to School

Introduction : SafeRoutesto School
SafeRoutedo Schoolis aninternational
movementhatpromotesvalkingand
biking to school.Its history stretchesall
thewaybackto the1970sin Denmark,
whichhadan alarming numberof child
fatalitiesdueto road accidentsThe
movementlid not officially reachthe
United Statesuntil 1997, whenTheBronx
receivedocal fundsto implementa Safe
Routegto SchoolProgramto reducethe
startling numberof child accidentsand
fatalitiesaroundschools Thesuccessf
the programconvincedthercommunities
to adoptsimilar measuresndby 2000,
SafeRoutego SchoolProgramshad
sweptthe nationfrom Chicago,lllinois to
Marin County,California. In 2005,
Congressawtheimportanceof these
programsand consequentlgigned
intolaw a federallyfundedSafeRoutedo
SchoolProgram.Thenewlaw allocated
monewto all 50 statesandthe District

of Columbiato create,implementnd
administerSafeRoutego School
Programs FederalSafeRoutego School
fundscanonly beusedfor projectswithin
two milesof an elementaryor middle
school(kindergartenthrougheighth
grade).However,conceptsn this Toolkit
are applicableto otherprojectssuchas
thoseof High Schoolor outsidethe two-
mile radiusof a school.

For themostupto date
informationaboutWisconsin's
SafeRoutes

to Schoolyisit our website:
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing
bus/localgov/astncepgms/aid/tap.aspx

Or visit the National Center
for SafeRoutedo School

website:
https://www.saferoutesinfo.org/



https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/aid/tap.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/aid/tap.aspx
https://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
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The SafeRoutesto SchoolProgram

The United Statesjn thelastfew decadeshasbecomemoresuburbanize@ndis increasinglya nation
thatreliesonthefamily vehicleandnotwalking or biking. In 1969,42 percentbof studentsvalkedor
bikedto schoolaccordingto asurveyconductedy The Centerdor DiseaseControlandPrevention.
However,by 2001thenumberof studentsvalking andbiking to schoolhaddramaticallydeclinedto 16
percentNationalstatisticsprovidedby the Departmenif Energyshowthatthenumberof vehicle
milestraveled(VMT) increasdrom 718billion milesperyearin 1969to morethan?2 trillion milesper
yearin 1992.Developmenpatternchangesswell astravelbehaviorchangedavealsoincreased
issuessuchastraffic safety traffic congestiondegradedir quality, andotherhealthrelatedissuesThe
creationof anationalSafeRoutesto SchoolProgramin 2000by the United StatesDepartmenbf
Transportationadministeredhroughthe NationalHighway Traffic SafetyAdministration,wasin
responseo theseissuesandhow theyrelateto a child'scommuteto andfrom school.

Thecommongoalof the SafeRoutesto SchoolProgramis to increaseéhe numberof childrenwho walk
andbike to schoolsafely. The nationalprogramusesa variety of educationgncouragement,
enforcementandengineeringstrategiedo promotesafetravelto andfrom school.In August2005,
federallegislationdevoted$612million for the NationalSafeRoutesto SchoolProgramthrough2009.
WisconsinfundsSRTSprojectsthroughtheir TransportatiorAlternativesProgram(TAP).
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Why SRTS?

Wisconsinusesits moneyto help
communitieccreatesafer,easieandmore
enjoyablewalking andbiking routesto
schoolsomorestudentsshoosewalking
andbiking astheirmainmodeof
transportationThebenefitsof walking and
biking to schoolareimportantto the entire
communityfor manyreasons:

Saferroutes

Oneof thereasongparentgdonotallow their childrento walk andbike to schoolis becausé¢heroutesto
schoolaretoo dangerousProblemssuchasincomplete,poorly maintainedor missingsidewalksand
trails,congestedstreetsaandlack of traffic calmingdevicesn thevicinity of schoolsdiscouragavalking
and biking to school.SRTSProgramshelpcommunitiedix theseproblemsin orderto createsafer
routesso parentsaarecomfortableallowing their childrento walk andbike to school.

Healthier children

In the pastthirty years,the numberof active
childrenin the United Stateshasdecreasednd
thenumberof overweightchildrenhasalmost
doubled Kids spendtoo muchtime sitting
indoorswatchingT.V. or playingvideogames.
Accordingto the AmericanAcademyof
Pediatricschildrenin the United Statesvatch
aboutfour hoursof televisionaday. Instead,
childrenshouldbe moreactive. The American
HeartAssociationrecommadsthatchildren
participatein atleast60 minutesof moderateo
vigorousphysicalactivity everyday.Oneof the
waysto achievethis goalis by gettingstudents
to walk andbike to school. SRTSrograms
encouragehildrento bemoreactiveby
walking andbiking to school.

Cleanerenvironment

Emissiongrom carspollutetheair our
childrenbreathandcancauseserioushealth
problemssuchasasthmaandbronchitis.
Motor vehicleuseis now generally
recognizedasthe sourceof moreair
pollution thanany othersinglehuman
activity (NewStateof the Earth Atlas).

To decreasair pollution,communities
shouldlook to reducethenumberof
vehicleson theroadsespeciallyin the
vicinity of schools Fewercarsemitting
pollutantswill improvetheair quality thus
decreasingnealthproblemsin children.
SafeRoutego SchoolProgramsdecrease
thenumberof carsnearschoolsthereby
creatinga cleanerenvironment.

Other desiredoutcomes

¢ Reduceduel consumption

e Increaseccommunitysecurity

e Enhancedommunity
accessibility

e Increasedommunity
involvement

e Improvedpartnershipgamong

schools]ocal municipalities,

parentsandothercommunity

groups
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How Do We Accomplish This?

In orderto accomplishthegoalsof
SafeRoutego SchoolPrograms,communities
must focusonthe5 E's: Engineering,
Education, Encouragement,Enforcement

and Evaluation. This comprehensiveapproach
allowsfor communitieso maximizethenumber
of studentsvalking andbiking to school.

Engineering
Problemswith the physicalenvironmentaround
schoolssuchasdamagedr missingsidewalks

lack of traffic calmingmeasuresr unsafe

crosswalkgreventchildrenfrom walking and
biking safely andeasilyto andfrom school.
Theseproblemscanbedangerougnoughto
causechild pedestriannjuriesandfatalities
Clearly,asafephysicalenvironmenis necessary
for enablingchildrento walk andbike to school.
Therefore SafeRoutego Schoolfundscanbe
usel to makeinfrastructuramprovementghat
will fix theseproblemsand makethe physical

environmentsaferfor children Improvingthe
physicalenvironmennearschoolsmaybe
necessaryor a successfubafeRoutedo School
Programbutnotnecessarilysufficientenoughto
getstudentsvalking andbiking to school.In
additionto engineeringSafeRoutego School
Programsuseencouragemengducatiorand
enforcemento getstudentavalking and

biking safelyandenjoyablyto school.

Encouragement

Anotherkey componentto the SafeRouteso
SchoolProgramis encouraginghildrento
walk andbike to school.Convincingchildren
aswell asparentsaandguardianghatwalking
andbiking to schoolis safe fun andhealthy
canbeadifficult taskespeciallysinceSRTS
may interferewith a parent'salreadybusy
scheduleor establishedoutineof driving their
child to school.Thatis why the SafeRoutego
SchoolProgramoffersactivitiesandevents
thatpromotewalking andbiking to schoolthat
arefun, safe,andeasy Encouragement
activitiesandeventswill easeheconcernf
parentsaandguardiansasthey seehow safeand
easyit is for their childrento walk andbike to
school.An exampleof plannedactivitiesis
whereBlue ZonesProjectplansandexecutes
Walking SchoolBussego helppromote
walking to school.
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Education

Educatingchildrenandparentds an
importantpart of SafeRoutego School
Children as well as parentsneedto learn
about biking andwalking safetyandthe
benefitsof walking andbiking to school.
Equallyimportantis educatingdriversabout
safedriving aroundschools.
Theseprogramswill helpensurehat
walkers,bikersdriversthink aboutsafety
first.

Enforcement

Driver educationa n d safetycampaignslo not
ensureheeliminationof unsafedriving
behaviors Therefore SafeRoutego School
Programsshouldpartnerwith thelocal law
enforcemento makesuretraffic lawsareobeyed
(thisincludesenforcemenbf speedsyielding to

pedestrian#n crossingsandproperwalking and
biking behaviors)andto initiate community
enforcemensuchascrossingguardprograms.
Enforcementprogramskeepaneyeon those
individualsthatdisregardhe safetyof the
community,especiallyaroundschools.

Eachof theseapproachefs necessaryor
asuccessfuprogram. By tacklingthe project
from multiple anglescommunitiescan
maximizethe safetyof the routesto schooland
increaséhe numberof studentghatusethe
routes All of thesetechniqueshowever,cannot

SPEED
‘l?eEap-)pI,i,edwithoutfirst implementingthefifth LI M lT

2 ‘o
schoolareessentialn implementingan effective

Evaluation and Sustaininga Program
Understandindghe barriersandobstacleghat
preventhildrenfrom walking andbiking to

SafeRoutedo Schoolplan Evaluation
techniquesuchassurveyswill help WHEN
communitiesseethe currentwalking andbiking CHILDREN
behaviorsandunderstandheattitudesthat ARE PF}E SENT
parentsandchildrenhavetowardswalking and
biking. With this information,communitiescan
makethenecessarpdjustmentgthrough
EngineeringEducationEncouragemerdand
Enforcementechniquesjo changéehaviorsand
attitudes Also, evaluationof the programwill be
key to continuingSafeRoutego Schoo]sobeing
ableto showimprovementsby comparingbefore
andafterdatais important.Evenmore,
evaluatiorcanshowwhattechniqueslid notwork
sothatimprovementsanbemadein thefuture.
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Whereis Safe
Routesto School

taking place?

SafeRoutego Schoolis notlimited to any
onelocation,demographi®r sizeof
community SafeRoutego Schoolis taking
placeall over theglobefrom Canadato
GreatBritain to California to Wisconsin.
Evenwithin Wisconsincommunitieof all

different sizesanddemographicsre
implementingSafeRoutego School
Programs.From the populatedurbanstreets
ofMilwaukeeto the quietneighborhood®f
EauClaire, BeaverDamandnowHoricon.
SafeRoutego Schoolis alreadypresentall
overWisconsin.

Creatinga SafeRoutesto SchoolPlan

Thecreationof a SafeRoutego SchoolPlanis animportantfirst stepin developinga successfubRTS
Program. A SRTSPlan details the methodsyour communityand school plan to take to increase
walkingandbicycling to school. The Plan also showsthe actions required to makeit safer to bicycle
and walk to school. Animportant componentof the SRTSPlan is communityinput. The more people
involved with thecreation of the plan, thebetter the chancesthe communitywill supportit. Horicon
workedwith the schoos, city departmentaindresidents. Public meetingsvereheldandprogressreports
weregivenandpostedwherepeoplecouldreadit. TheHoricon SRT3lanhelpsthecommunityandschool
setpriorities andpublicizefindingsto createcommunitysupport.In addition,their planwill assistin
submittingfundingproposalshouldfundingbeneededor any elementsn the plan.

TaskForce Formed

ProjectLeaderand SRTSTaskForce

Theprojectleaderfor eachschoolis essentiato keepingthe SRTSProgrammovingforward. This person
will beachampionfor the program.The projectleadercanbeateacheraprincipal,a parentor

alocal official. In Horicon,the SafetyCommitteeandPolice Departmentrethedriving forceto
incorporatea saferoutesto schoolplanandpolicy for the city andschools However,everySRTS
Programneedssomeonevhois responsibldor ensuringprogresss beingmadeandwho bringsthe
organizationaskills andenthusiasnmecessaryo makethathappenThisisimportantfor sustainabilityof
theprogram.

EvaluateExisting Conditionsand Identify Issues
Determineschoolenrollmentboundaries

*  Work with theschooldistrict to gettheinformationnecessaryo createamapthatshowsschool

enrollmentboundaries.

e Mark onthemaptheboundariesor wherebustransportations provided.

«  Work with theschooldistrict to maptheactualhomeaddressesf enrolledstudents.

e Seewherecrossingguardsareandinterview themfor theirinput.

e Assesdlropoff areasateachbuilding

e Docommunitysidewalksurveys

* Interview/surveyparentsandschoolpersonnefor inputof any potentialproblemareas

e Do aphysicalhandcountfor walkers/bicyclers

* Enlistthehelpandinputof police departmenandcity engineer
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The following datawascollectedand utilized to createthe SafeRouteto SchoolPlan:

Walking andbicycling audits(conditionof roads/sidewalkandroutesafety)
Schoolfacilities assessmerfSidewalksandcondition,bike racklocationsandsafety)
Behavioralaudits(studentdroppedoff atschool,walked, biked, etc.)
Parentsurveys

Teacher/Staffnput

Crash/Accidentlata

Traffic counts(hnumberof vehiclestravelingnearSRTSlocations)

Speedchecks

Local businesgraffic
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SafeRoutesto Horicon School:

Thefollowing routesshowthe safestrouteto Horicon Schoolwith afocuson crossingHwy 33.
Theseroutesutilize stoplights, pedestriarcrossingights andsidewalkswvheneveipossible.
Pedestrianshouldmaketheir way to the blueroutesdepictedobelon andfollow till theyarriveat
theHoriconSchool.

Route 1: TravelNorth on Main St.following the sidewalkon the Eastsideof theroad. Turn
Right onto WashingtorSt. Turn Left onto Valley St. Turn Right ontoHwy 33 (BarstowSt.)
TurnRightontoMill St. TurnRightontoS. HubbardSt. Turn Left ontoGray St. Arrive atthe
HoriconSchoolDistrict.
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Route 2: TravelEaston HoriconSt towardsMain St. Turn Left on Hwy 33 (Main St/Barstow
St) Crossatthe MarkedcrosswalknearLarabeeSt to the Southsideof BarstowSt. Continue
to travelNortheastowardsMill St. Turn Right onto Mill St TurnRight onto S. HubbardSt.
andtraveltowardsGray St. Turn Left ontoGray St. Arrive atthe Horicon SchoolDistrict.
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Route 3: TravelEaston W. Lake St towardsE. Lake St. Utilize the crossingdights onthe
Southsidewalkto crossandcontinueEasttowardsS HubbardSt. Turn RightontoS. Hubbard
St towardsGray St. Turn left onto Gray St. Arrive atthe Horicon SchoolDistrict.
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Route 4: TravelSouthon N. HubbardSt.towardsHwy 33 (E Lake St) CrossHwy 33 (E Lake
St) with the assistancef theflashingpedestriarcrosswalk Continueto travel Southon S.
HubbardSt. towardsGray St. Turn Left onto Gray St. Arrive atthe Horicon SchoolDistrict.
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Route 5: TravelSouthon N. FinchStreettowardsHwy 33 (E Lake St) Turn Left on Hwy 33
(E. Lake St) Crosswith theassistancef theflashingpedestriarcrosswalkat N. Clark St. Turn
RightontoS. Palmatory St Usethe markedcrosswalkio crossHendersorPl andturn Left onto
HendersorPl. TurnRighton S. Wind Trail andtravelonthewalking pathto Iris Ct. Travel
Southonto Iris Ct to MinervaSt. Turn Left ontoMinervaSt andtravel EasttowardsBirchcrest
Rd. Usethemarkedcrosswalkto crossandturn Right onto BirchcrestRd. Arrive atthe Horicon
SchoolDistrict.
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Route 6: TravelNorth on Stow St towardsJansseist andfollow thecurve.TurnRighton S.
HubbardSt. from Jansseist. andcontinueto travel North. Turn Rightonto Gray St Arrive at

the Horicon SchoolDistrict.



Safe Routes to School 16

SafeRoutesto St. Stephen 6Shool:

Thefollowing routesshowthe safestrouteto St.St e p IBehoolwih afocuson crossingHwy
33. Theseroutesutilize stoplights, pedestriarcrossingights andsidewalkswvheneveipossible.
Pedestrianshouldmaketheir way to the blueroutesdepictedoelowandfollow till theyarriveat
theSt.St e p sehaol. s
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Route 1: Travel North on Main St. following the sidewalk on the East side of the road.
Follow Hwy 33 (Main St.) and turn Right onto Hwy 33 (E. Lake St.) Utilize the flashing
pedestrian crossing lights to turn Left onto N. Hubbard St. Turn Right onto E. Maple St.
Turn Left onto N. Palmatory St. and follow till you arrive at St. Stephen’s School.
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Route 2: Travel East on Horicon St. Turn Left onto Hwy 33 (Main St.) Follow Hwy 33
(Main St.) and turn Right onto Hwy 33 (E. Lake St.) by utilizing the crossing lights on the
South sidewalk to cross and continue East towards S Hubbard St. Utilize the flashing
pedestrian crossing lights to turn Left onto N. Hubbard St. Turn Right onto E. Maple St.
Turn Left onto N. Palmatory St. and follow till you arrive at St. Stephen’s School.
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Route 3: Travel East on W. Lake St. towards Hwy 33 (E. Lake St.) Utilize the crossing
lights to cross and continue East towards S Hubbard St. Utilize the flashing pedestrian
crossing lights to turn Left onto N. Hubbard St. Turn Right onto E. Maple St. Turn Left
onto N. Palmatory St. and follow till you arrive at St. Stephen’s School.
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Route 4: Travel North along Stow St. which turns into Janssen St. Continue North as it
turns into S. Hubbard St. Utilize the flashing pedestrian crossing lights to cross Hwy 33
(E. Lake St.) and continue North on N. Hubbard St. Turn Right onto E. Maple St. Turn
Left onto N. Palmatory St. and follow till you arrive at St. Stephen’s School.
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Horicon Police Department Chief Amy J. Yahnke

220 Ellison Street Fax 23533 Z&'ﬁggg
Horicon, Wisconsin 53032 Follow us on Facebook

www.ci.horicon.wi.us

| Horicon Public and Private Schools
udent

In concert with our community stakehoiders, the Horicon Police Department has identified designated bike/walking
routes for the Haricon Public and Private Schools students. As the Chief of Police in our wanderful community, |
wanted to take a moment to address an important topic that concems the safety and well-being of our students:
bicycling and walking routes to school

First and foremost, | want to commend the students who choose to walk or bike ta scheol. Not only does It promate 3
healthy and active lifestyle, but it also helps reduce traffic congestion around our educational institutions. Your
dedication to being environmentally conscious and physically fit is truty praiseworthy. However, as responsible adults,
it is our duty to ensure that our children are safe during their journeys to and from school, With this in mind, | would
like to offer some helpful suggestions and reminders to promote a safer experience for our young pedestrians and
cyclists:

1 Plan the routes: Encourage your child ta take the safest and most direct path to school. Identify routes with
sidewalks, crosswalks, and proper signage, avoiding busy roads or areas with heavy traffic whenever possibie

2 Be visible: Ensure that your child wears bright and reflective clothing, particularly during darker hours. Eguip their
bicycles with working front and rear lights, as well as reflectors, to enhance their visibility to drivers.

3 Safety in numbers: Encourage students to walk or bike together in groups, as there is safety in numbers. This not
anly promotes camaraderie but also increases their visibility to motorists,

4 Hslmets are a must; For students who bike ta school, wearing a properly fitted helmet is absolutely essential A
nelmet can significantly reduce the risk of head injuries and protect your child in case of an accident.

5. Road safety education; Teach your child about pedestrian and bicycle safety rules, such as crossing streets at
designated crosswalks, abeying traffic signals, and using hand signals when turning on a bicycle.

6 Be aware of surroundings: Encourage students to remain alert and attentive while on the road. Remind them to put
away distractions such as smartphones or headphanes, ensuring they can hear approaching vehicles and react
accordingly.

7. Engage with the community: Consider organizng a local walking or biking group, allowing students to commute
together under adult supervision, This can create a sense of community and provide an additional layer of safety

Please remember that our police department is always here to help. If you notice any hazards or have concems about
specific areas along the routes, please don't hesitate to reach cut to us. We are more than willing to coliaborate with
you In finding solutions to enhante the salety of vur studenls.

| Let us work together ta make our community 3 safe haven for our children. By following these guidelines and
fostering a culture of responsibility, we can ensure that our students arrive at schoal and retum home safely each day.

Wishing you all a fantastic and safe school year ahead!

Warm regards,

Amy ). Yahnke
| Chief of Police

“Horicon ~ City on the Marsh”



